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Northern New England Norton Owners August 2001

Minutes of Last Meeting by Chaz & Mike

Greetings,

As we often do we held August's 
meeting at the Loaf n Ladle in Exeter NH. 
And as he often does Mike Frick opened 
the meeting, but first we all shot the 
breeze and checked out Ontario Rally 
pictures that Mike Friel had taken. The 
weather was perfect and we held down a 
table on the deck overlooking the river 
with our own collection of Nortons and 
other marques on the far bank. 

• A new member, Paul Householder, 
traveled all the way from Winooski 
Vermont to attend and have his newly 
purchased Commando “critiqued” by 
“Dyno Dave” Comeau and others. Paul 
had met NNENO members during the 
Ontario Rally--welcome aboard Paul.

• Basically Mike handed the meeting 
over to Lee Paterson our 2001 Rally 
Chairman. 

• Lee gave a report including “rough” 
figures from Ontario. Nothing is cast in 
stone but it appears (somewhat) safe to 
assume that we will put on the Rally 
with an operating budget in the 
$20, 000 range. That number is based 
on 400 registered participants at $50.a 
pop. Obviously there are many 
variables Various members are working 
hard to take the “guess work” out of the 
numbers. Lee has acquired the INOA 
“Rally Book” which has the budgets 
and other important facts and figs from 
previous Norton Nationals. 

• One area that still has a little too much 
guess work is rally sponsorship. We 
brainstormed ideas in an effort to get 
the “ball rolling”. Mike Friel 
volunteered to help Bruce Schmitt and 
Chaz Proulx in this effort. 

• Sponsorship ideas included a 
“hierarchy” system of sponsorship. In 
other words sponsor's ads will be 
placed in the Rally Program according 
to how much they donate. Ron Pare’ 
suggested categories such as 
“benefactor”, “donor”, “contributor”, 
“major contributor” and so on. The idea 
is to raise operating money and to make 
sure that our sponsors (friends) get 
treated fairly. 

On another subject--FOOD!--we have 
definitely moved ahead. We voted to use 
“Catering by Craig” as our rally caterer. 
“Craig” did the Ontario Rally and all 
NNENO members came away impressed 
with the job he does. That gets a major 
headache out of the way and allows us to 
concentrate on moving forward.

We also discussed getting our own URL 
for the rally. (This would be a dot ORG. 
by the way) It was noted that our treasury 
account is now open.

Somewhat tongue in cheek department: 
Dave announced his retirement from 
membership/treasury. Thankfully he 
won't retire until the Rally is over!

By a 14 to 1 margin we voted to adjourn. 
(Mike Friel cast the one dissenting vote!)

• It was noted that Mike Van der Slesson 
of Vanson Leathers has already 
contacted us about sponsorship for the 
rally. His financial support of NNENO 
has been valued for some time and its 
nice to see it continue. Thanks MIKE!

• We also discussed entertainment and 
plans to book a live band.

That's about it--NOW THAT THE 2001 
RALLY is history we are counting down 
to 2002.

Rally Update

Rally T Minus 11 Months 

There was much discussed at the august 
meeting about the 2001 Rally and our 
2002 Norton Power Rally.

Food—The biggest item was the food, the 
local people do not seem to as flexible so 
we will be contacting the Canadian 
caterer that did their rally for a quote as 
they said they are licensed to work in the 
states.

Campground—The campground has not 
returned our contract as yet, I hope we 
will be able to nail this down in 
September at our campout. During the 
campout I also hope to get a good layout 
of where we will be setting up and what 
we are going to need next year.

Rally Pins and Trophies—Ron Pare’ has 
been checking with a vendor about the 
rally pins We will be needing someone to 
look into trophies and plaques.

Rentals—I will also be checking with the 
rental people for lead time on a stage and 
additional tables and chairs if needed.

Web Page— The web page for the rally 
was also brought up we have had some 
offers to build it, the main problem is who 
to use as a host or do we want to go to a 
commercial site such as Peanet which is 
approximately $40 a month with a few e-
mail address included. 

Sponsors—Another subject that was 
covered and what we are going to offer 
for their dollar. 

Thank You,

Lee Patterson
P.O.Box 843
East Hampstead, NH. 03826-0843
603-887-4003
71norton@mediaone.net

Tweener Business

This is club business and activities in 
between club meetings and as they 
happen, I will report them to you when 
possible.

• Since the meeting, Ron Pare’ has come 
back with a quote for epoxy dome pins 
@ $1.35 ea. for 500 pcs. I believe we 
have our pins all set.

Membership Update

NNENO would like to take this time to 
thank every single person who renewed 
their memberships and welcome our new 
members! You are the heart and soul of 
this club and we thank you for staying 
with us!

Editorial by Mike F.

Boy, is time flying by or what?! It 
seems like we just started the riding 
season and now we're talking about the 
end of August! I know I lost many an 
afternoon ride because I was working 
down in Andover, MA.   I just didn't have 
the time after work and my commute 
home to take a ride. I always loved my 



leisurely rides through the countryside 
that is so close to my house. I knew when 
I accepted the job that my rides would 
suffer but I never dreamed it would damn 
near cut them out all together. Now that 
I'm contract working back here in NH, 
very near my house, I've been able to take 
several rides after work. You never know 
just how much you miss something until 
you don't have it for awhile. Oh, I missed 
my rides all right, but not as mush as I 
thought I would. I figured I'd be able to 
take an afternoon ride here and there, on 
occasion. Never happened. After working 
all day and then fighting traffic, I'd be too 
mentally exhausted to take the bike out. I 
know…  You're asking just how can I be 
mentally exhausted when my heads 
empty!

Sorry I can't think of a good answer… 
my head's empty! Speaking of empty 
heads… Don't you wish you could just 
empty your head of all the negative stuff, 
stress, etc… and start fresh? And 
speaking of stress….

For those of us who get stressed out due 
to work, commuting, family obligations, 
relatives, news, etc… these rides are a 
lifesaver. If I didn't have my Norton's to 
ride my favorite backroads, I'm sure I'd be 
stressed to the breaking point. Take a ride 
on your favorite backroad after being 
stressed out and you forget all about… 
um… what was it? See what I mean? I 
forgot already! This is the power of 
motorcycling and its positive effect on us. 
No wonder we're so smart… we've 
figured out how to reduce stress AND 
have fun at the same time. I know what 
some of you are thinking…. Now stop it! 
We're talking motorcycles here! This is a 
family club. Let's keep it clean! Now 
where was I…. Oh ya, Norton 
motorcycles and rides! I can say that I'm 
feeling much better now that I can take 
my rides again. Go treat yourself to a 
long, stress-free ride. You've earned it. If 
the spouse asks… Tell 'em Mike said it 
was ok!

Speaking of rides… Don't forget we 
have a NNENO sponsored camp-over 
planned for September 15th at Davidson's 
Countryside Campground in Bristol, NH. 
I hope to see you there!

The other item we're working on is the 
Rally. Remember the rally? Well, all eyes 
of the Norton world are now on us. We 
have already received inquiries into our 
rally… like where can I buy tickets? 

The paperwork for becoming an AMA 
Sanctioned Club has been completed and 
mailed to the AMA. I have sent a request 
to the AMA Club Department asking for a 
schedule of their Risk Management 
Seminar. Once we receive our sanctioning 
and schedule, we must send 2 AMA club 
members to attend this seminar. This will 
allow us to get event insurance at a much 
reduced cost. At the next meeting, I 
would like to have a discussion about 
NNENO remaining an AMA Club and 
not dropping our sanctioning at the end of 
the rally.

I have an announcement about our 
Website Manager Alpo. Alpo has decided 
that it's someone else's turn to manage our 
club website. Before I go any further, I 
would like everyone to acknowledge 
Alpo's contributions to our club and his 
creation and maintenance of our club web 
site. Without his tireless efforts, we 
wouldn't have our website. Thanks Alpo! 
By the way, he's not going anywhere. He's 
just scaling back his duties so he can 
enjoy his favorite activities more often. 
The club website will be managed by 
Dave Comeau for the time being. I have 
talked to Dave at length and he feels he 
has the expertise and time to keep the 
website updated. If you have any updates 
to the website, please send the 
information to Dave. The 2002 Rally 
website will reside with Mike Frick. I 
have several members who have done this 
website creation thing and they have 
volunteered to help with its creation. This 
must happen soon cause we're getting a 
lot of inquiries about the rally.

Tech Session

Dave Comeau, our major tech dude, 
holds tech sessions at each meeting. 
There will be no formal Tech Session per 
se’ at meetings because of lack of 
attendance. Anyone who knows Dave 
knows he prepares extensively for the 
tech sessions. He doesn’t just show up. 
When attendance increases to a point 
where Dave feels it worth prepared 
sessions, he’ll start them again. Until 
then, if you have a technical question, 
please come to the meeting and ask Dave! 
I know many of us enjoy the tech sessions 
and would like them to continue.

Upcoming Events

• Aug 26—Brit-Jam @ K of C Hall, 1831 
Main St. E. Hartford, CT. sponsored by 
BIA of CT.

• Sept 8—Club Meeting @ the Loaf & 
Ladle, Exeter, NH.

• Sept 15—Camp-over at Davidson’s 
Countryside Campground, Bristol, NH. 
A NNENO sponsored event.

• October 7—Lars Anderson Classic @ 
the Larz Anderson Museum, Brockton, 
MA. Club Booth will be present! A 
NNENO sponsored event.

• October 13—Club Meeting @ the 
Loaf & Ladle, Exeter, NH.

For Sale

• 1972 750 Norton Commando. It did 
run but I took the front forks off to 
work on them. The bike is in good 
condition but needs to be restored. No 
major items to get it back on the road. 
Bike is located in Middletown, Rhode 
Island. $1,750 (firm). Contact Paul at 
401-338-2122 

• 1969 Norton Interpol Police gas tank & 
matching seat. Blue/Very Good 
Condition. $500.00 Contact Bobby or 
Justin at 978-985-1501
Wanted: Side stand for 1969 
Commando. Contact Justin at 978-985-
1501

• 1970 Norton Commando 750 Type S. 
Completely rebuilt/restored to a very 
high standard. Please call Bob 
McKittrick for a spec sheet, photos, 
and/or an appointment to view it. 
Asking $7,500.00 978-807-3386

• 1966 Norton Electra—Missing tank 
badges, foot pegs & mufflers. $750 obo 
Jason Reisins 631-399-1260 Long 
Island

• 1972 750 Norton Commando—It has 
run and I took the front forks off and 
started to restore it. Unable to complete 
project. Paul 401-265-3181or 
paulraducha@hotmail.com

• 1972 Norton Commando 750 
Interstate—A beautiful black example. 
Very nice bike with all the right pieces. 
$5,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net

• 1973 Norton Commando 850 Roadster 
—Nice unmolested black bike that is all 
there. Needs some work, paint and 
some TLC. $3,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net

• 1974 Norton 850 Roadster—Original 
red bike with only 7K miles. Not 



restored, exceptional condition! $6,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net.

Articles

I know some of you have stories that 
we would love to hear.... well, I’d be 
happy to print them for all of us to enjoy 
so, send ‘em in!

INOA Thousand Island Rally

The 2001 National Rally was blast and 
several members took pictures. Here are a 
couple for your viewing pleasure.

The 2001 NNENO Rally Group 

Early Morning NNENO Booth Picture 

NNENO Bike Lineup

 Rally Group Ride



NNENO Staff

President
Mike Frick
30 Woodland Dr.
Nashua, NH
603-883-3038 / atlas67@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Al Chappell
9 Jupiter Rd.
East Derry, NH. 03041
603-434-9088 / suzychapl@aol.com

Secretary
Chaz Proulx
22 Green St.
Exeter, NH. 03833
603-772-2973 / chaz@TTLC.net

Treasurer/Membership
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

Activities Coordinator
Paul Izbicki (Izzy)
45 Francis St. #3
Everett, MA. 02149
617-563-7551 / i2i@MediaOne.net

Web Site Manager
Alpo Kallio
2 Chestnut Dr.
Townsend, MA. 01466
978-597-6597 / norvil850@aol.com

The NNENO NEWS is published monthly by the Northern 
New England Norton Owners club to inform and entertain 
its members.

Members are encouraged to submit articles, tech tips, 
photographs, classified ads, or other material. The deadline 
for submissions is one week after the monthly meeting.

The Northern New England Norton Owners’ principles are 
to promote the use and pride of Norton motorcycle 
ownership, and to provide an arena for the exchange of 
technical information and parts availability in an effort to 
extend the useful life of Norton Motorcycles.

Membership in the Northern New England Norton 
Owners’ club is available for $15.00 per year. Annual 
membership fees are due Dec. 31st. NNENO holds 
monthly meetings for members on the second Saturday of 
each month.

NNENO is a chapter of the International Norton Owners 
Association. Members are encouraged, but not required to 
join the INOA.

NNENO’s mailing address is: 30 Woodland Drive, Nashua, 
NH. 03063. Home page: 
http://members.aol.com/norvil850/nneno.htm

Group rides are not sponsored by NNENO, and participants 
ride at their own risk. Motorcycling is a dangerous sport 
and NNENO will not be responsible for individual rider’s 
conduct or safety. Anyone riding on public thoroughfares is 
responsible for maintaining liability insurance. NNENO 
assumes no responsibility for the acts or omissions of its 
members in connection with club activities.

NNENO NEWS Articles or other materials express the 
author’s view only and not necessarily the official policy of 
Northern New England Norton Owners. Technical tips 
published in the NNENO NEWS have been reviewed for 
technical content and are believed to be both acceptable 
and workable, but no guarantee is made or implied that 
they will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by 
either NNENO or the members for any problems resulting 
from the use of these tips. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject, or alter all editorial and advertising material 
submitted for publication. Advertising published does not 
imply endorsement of products, goods, or services.


