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Northern New England Norton Owners September 2001

Minutes of Last Meeting by Chaz & Mike

Greetings,

As usual, we held Septembers' meeting 
at the Loaf n Ladle in Exeter NH. And as 
he often does Mike Frick opened the 
meeting, but first we all shot the breeze 
and checked out Ontario Rally pictures 
that Ken Dubey had taken. The weather 
was perfect and we held down a table on 
the deck overlooking the river with our 
own collection of Nortons and other 
marques on the far bank. 

• The upcoming campover at Davidson’s 
in Bristol, NH. was talked about. 
Basically, we discussed what we 
needed to accomplish while we were 
there.

• From there, Mike handed the meeting 
over to Lee Paterson our 2001 Rally 
Chairman. Since Lee is a soft-spoken 
man, Mike lends his voice so we can all 
hear what Lee is saying!

• We also discussed entertainment and 
plans to book a live band.

That's about it--NOW THAT THE 2001 
RALLY is behind us, we are counting 
down to 2002.

Rally Update

Rally T Minus 10 Months

Between the August and September 
meetings; Mike Frick, Chaz Proulx and I 
got together to discuss the levels of 
sponsors and what they would be offered 
for their donation in regards to the value. 
We then went on to set up a schedule of 
events for the rally much like the one in 
Canada but with a few time changes so 
lunch could be worked in on Saturday. 

• Food— I contacted “Catering by 
Craig” the Canadian caterer that did the 
2001 rally and requested pricing for 
lobsters and steamers, chicken, and 
other BBQ items for Friday night 
dinner, also the Yankee Pot Roast for 
Saturday night. David Craig replied 
stating he would price it out for us at 

today's pricing and convert to U.S. 
dollars as well.

• Campground—The contract with the 
campground has been signed. We will 
have the entire campground, less the 
seasonal sites, this includes a couple of 
fields for over flow parking and the 
field events. The campground will not 
be taking any reservations for anyone 
during the time of the rally, July 17th to 
the 20th Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday nights. Site assignments 
may need to be changed do to size and 
occupancy of available sites.

• Tent—After measuring the available 
space the size of the tent turned out to 
big, so I will be contacting the rental 
agency to correct this. 

• Rally Pins And Trophies—As Mike 
noted in last months Tweener Business, 
Ron Pare' has received a price of $1.35 
for the pins. We will need to sit down 
and figure out what we will need for 
plaques and trophies. 

• T-Shirts—There was agreement that we 
would possibly do three different T-
shirts, one of course with the rally logo, 
another with a picture of the first 
Norton Powered Motorcycle with the 
first Norton add on the back. The third 
possibly being with a circle of 
significant Norton models over the 
years on the front and the Norton logo 
on the back.

• Self-Guided Tours—Ken Dubey has 
been busy riding the area from the 
campground to get directions and 
approximate time and mileage for the 
tours. Anyone that would like to help 
Ken out or just ride with him are 
welcome. 

• Web Page—Mike informed us at the 
meeting that Jack Alexander's son is 
willing to build the web page for the 
rally. 

Thank You,

Lee Patterson
P.O.Box 843
East Hampstead, NH. 03826-0843
603-887-4003
71norton@mediaone.net

Tweener Business

This is club business and activities in 
between club meetings and as they 
happen, I will report them to you when 
possible.

• Lee called the rental agency to resized 
the tent to 40' X 100". The cost dropped
$420 and he added 10 tables and 100 
chairs which now gives us 40 tables and 
400 chairs that added $145. Total now 
is $2290 for table, chairs, lights, and the 
tent. A stage 12'x16' would be $400 
with the height being adjustable. Lee 
sketched a few different layouts and 
with a stage 40 tables will just fit 
comfortably. If we needed another tent 
they are available in sizes of 40'x40', 
40'x60', and 40'x80'. 

• Mike received a call from Ron Janicki 
from Vanson Leathers. He has been 
instructed to work with us to provide a 
Vanson sponsoring of the rally. When 
we receive the quote from the food 
vendor, I will have more information.

• The next upcoming event is The Larz 
Anderson Classic on October 7th in 
Brookline MA. The club shelter and all 
our “stuff will be there. Please try to 
attend. It would be wonderful to see 
you all. 

Membership Update

NNENO would like to take this time to 
thank every single person who renewed 
their memberships and welcome our new 
members! You are the heart and soul of 
this club and we thank you for staying 
with us! The following update is from 
Dave C.

• John E Friday III
302 Ocean Drive West
Stamford, CT 06902
74 commando
Joined INOA too!

I met briefly him at Brit Jam....pretty 
bike, he's still working on sorting a few 
things out.

• Paul Householder
145 Pine Street
Winooski, VT 05404-1726
E-Start & first british bike
Joined INOA too!

Several of us met him when he showed 
up at the INOA rally this summer. He 



even braved a trip on his bike down from 
VT to the NNENO meeting last month.

• Wendy Parmenter
12 Patten Road
Alexandria, NH 03222
Joined INOA too!
74 850 commando

Editorial by Mike F.

Everyone knows of the tragic events 
that took place on Sept.11. I lost two 
friends and Ken Dubey lost his niece in 
NYC. We have all felt the impact of this 
event and I’m sure we will not forget 
where we were and what we were doing.

I have complete confidence in my 
country and my fellow countrymen that 
we will weather this and come out a better 
country and better citizens for it. We all 
know we have paid a heavy price for 
freedom... in the past, now, and in the 
future. With our allies standing with us, 
we will win this war on terror and 
ignorance. Let us pray for all our brothers 
and sisters who have been taken from us 
and for those of us who remain. Please 
say an extra prayer for Ken and his niece. 
If I missed anyone, please accept my 
sincere apologies.

I had asked Dave to send an email I had 
written to everyone about the tragic event 
and what we were going to do about the 
campover. I agreed with our countries 
president that we continue to go on with 
our lives. With his message ringing in my 
ears, I thought we should continue with 
the campover.

With this backdrop, it was with a heavy 
heart and swollen eyes that I packed my 
bike for the campover ride to Davidson’s 
Campground on Sept. 15-16.

Riding a motorcycle is very therapeutic 
and I felt better just concentrating on 
riding. I felt even better when I arrived at 
our place of meeting to see Al waiting. He 
instantly made me feel better. Thanks Al. 
It got even better when Chaz and Lee 
arrived. Seeing your friends is always a 
good experience and I must say, having 
the friends that I have in this club means 
the world to me. 

After the usual pleasantries, we saddled 
up and rode up to Davidson’s. The 
weather and backroads were beautiful and 
I’m sure it helped all of us feel better.

After checking in we rode to Weir’s 
Beach for dinner at Nothin’ Fancy, the 
infamous Mexican restaurant. Bikes and 
biker’s everywhere and man, did that look 
and feel nice. The spirit in the air 
definitely lifted us. 

We stopped at the store on the way back 
to camp to pick up beer and munchies, 
which are mandatory for camping. 

Once back at Davidson’s we got a hold 
of John, the owner and measured the field 
for the big tent. Then we went into the 
clubhouse and hammered out the 
contract, which is now signed. We did 
very well. 

With business out of the way, we made 
a fire, drank beer, and generally shot the 
shit.

The next morning, Chaz directed us to a 
very nice diner in Bristol for breakfast. 
We then rode back, packed up and rode 
home... which was another nice ride.

I want to thank Al, Lee, and Chaz for 
going and lifting me out of the doldrums 
and making the weekend one I will never 
forget. Thanks guys.

Vanson Open House by Paul Izbicki

Vanson Leathers in Fall River Mass. 
was hosting a weekend open house, so I 
made the ride down on Sunday on my 
Superhawk. Great riding weather, sunny 
and warm, cooling as I got into Fall River 
by the ocean. The factory was crowded, a 
Suzuki mounted SQUID was eying the 
crashed remains of his bike at the 
entrance to the parking lot as I arrived. 

Free food, soda and a band were on 
hand, and a nice crowd and turnout, 
maybe 2-300 ppl. I ran into Carlo of 
Riverside Kawasaki and Ducati, who was 
displaying several models, including a 
limited edition MH900E sportbike. Sort 
of a factory styling exercise, wild but not 
for the long ride. 
http://www.ducatiusa.com/ducframe.htm

Carl Hokanson was there, talking with 
the factory folks from Norton America, 
who were displaying their new custom-
built 880 Commando. And only 20 large! 
Still, this is a beautiful bike, with all the 
latest features and technology: 
http://www.nortonamerica.com

The website is lame, and missing all the 
motor and chassis specs on the handout, 
but there is a great Quicktime Video clip 
of the bike in action.

I said hi to Mike V., got a verbal 
commitment to support the 2001 NNENO 
Rally, and contact information for the 
Rally Marketing Dept. to continue the 
relationship. As I am not on the 
Committee, I did not discuss any details 
other than how excited we were to have 
Vanson on board as a sponsor. 

Then I was on to the serious business of 
buying a jacket. They were offering a $50 

rebate for any old leather jacket you 
turned in, and a $50 day-of-event 
discount, so, with a hundred dollar 
discount-let the shopping begin! In about 
6-8 weeks, I'll report on the results. What 
amazed me was the tour of the production 
area, and seeing hundreds of OEM 
custom jackets on racks for shipping to 
Buell and Suzuki!

New Fangelled Helmet by Paul Izbicki

I had a few items I wanted to share 
following the September 8 meeting at 
Exeter. One was that I finally took 
delivery on the flip-front Schubert 
Concept helmet. I had long admired the 
Helmets worn by BMW riders, and the 
convenience of opening the faceplate 
when gassing up, or pulling up for a short 
confab on directions. Yelling through a 
full face helmet always seemed 
inefficient, and since I often wear 
earplugs, ineffective. 

I had tried the Shoei SynchroTech, but I 
can't seem to get used to the feel of a 
foam-lined garlic press clamped to my 
noggin. That wasn't the way. The Shoi 
had cheekpads so tight, my three day 
growth reverted to a two day growth by 
the end of a ride. 

The Concept is light, very 
aerodynamic, with interior noise typical 
of a good full-face helmet. Much quieter 
than my old open face with flat visor. 
Flow-through ventilation works well, 
though I have been using the hot weather 
spacer around town a lot. This permits the 
visor, in the fully closed position, to be 
cracked open about one quarter inch by 
pulling tabs near the hinges directly 
forward-there is almost no visible 
difference, but exhaled air is directly 
vented and airflow around the visor 
increased dramatically. At lights and 
stops, I usually lift the visor one stop. 
Somewhere around 80 or so, the visor 
seals itself. There is a flip open chin vent 
combined with an interior directional 
control that allows air to be directed over 
the visor interior to eliminate or reduce 
fogging, haven't had the need to use it yet. 
A wide, low profile scoop at top has a 
sliding air entry control, and an open back 
so air is ducted inside, but rain exits the 
rear of the air scoop. 

The interior is removable for washing, 
a big deal for me, while the Shoi was not. 
I used the back of a soup spoon to 
compress a hard foam ridge that ran under 
the upholstery across each ear, and that 
took care of the only pressure points with 



no surgery. Feels snug but comfy, and 
actually cooler than my open face. The 
silver color is universal, matches 
everything ok. The real zoomy feature, 
other than the flip front, is a built-in, flip-
down sunvisor-a polycarbonate, optically 
perfect interior sunscreen, controlled by a 
slider on the left exterior, behind the 
hinge. Already hugely useful-forget your 
shades? No problemo! 

Cool factor for the helmet is very high-
just ask any 10 year old! I was visiting the 
new Apple store at the Mass. NorthShore 
mall, a very hi-Tech salon where the 
display tables are artfully laid out with 
working computers and Titanium 
Powerbooks etc, and white light 
illuminates from below the surface. I had 
put down my helmet, flip-front open and 
face down, while I looked at a laptop. 
Soon I noticed a pair of hands and a small 
nose and eyes admiring the helmet, 
quickly followed by another. In short 
order I had half the kids in the store eying 
the helmet, asking “What is it?” and 
touching it, so I picked it up, snapped it so 
the flip visor closed, turning into a silver 
oval and was rewarded with a hearty 
round of “Cool!” and “Transformers!”. 
Chuckling, I made my exit. 

Cool.

Notes from Dave C.

 Membership Secretary
Treasurer
Webmaster in training.

I have finished sorting out the 
membership roster and am now capable 
of doing mailing labels for the paper 
newsletter. I want to thank Bob 
McKittrick for the invaluable help by 
maintaining the clubs primary roster and 
supplying mailing labels. Hopefully this 
will free him up to concentrate on his 
upcoming rally duties. I am considering 
making available membership rosters for 
members who request them. You would 
be allowed 1 per year.

Anyone who gets the newsletter by 
email saves the club money and will 
therefore be helping us to afford the cost 
of the new NNENO.org web site.

The email bounces are becoming fewer, 
thank goodness. Every one that bounces 
makes me get a bounce notice of 
150+Kbytes. VERY time consuming on a 
56Kmodem. If you bounce, I will change 
you to paper newsletter unless I can easily 
figure out why.

Money:

 Dues—Well, not wanting to repeat last 
winters challenge in trying to process last 
minute and well over due membership 
renewals. Let it be known... that I will 
gladly start accepting dues for 2002 any 
time between now and the end of 
December. $15 Any one joining between 
now and the end of the year will be 
joining as 2002 paid members. I will be 
sending a note to a few who have some 
$credit toward 2002 dues and only partial 
payment is needed.

Website:

http://NNENO.org—The domain has 
been registered and is being “economy” 
hosted for a very reasonable price. There 
is now a page on the web with our logo 
and the rally logo. The content will get 
filled as I get time with basically the 
content that Alpo Kallio so graciously did 
for us. I hope you will allow me a little 
“artistic” license since there is plenty of 
things that can be put in. I will update 
things as I get time. I hope to keep it 
somewhat informal but informative.

The rally link will be active as soon as I 
get one from the rally web master.

Several people may not be aware that I 
have my own personal web site with 
several Norton tech articles posted. I 
invite you to have a look. 
http://www.gis.net/~dynodave

Tech Session

Dave Comeau, our major tech dude, 
holds tech sessions at each meeting. 
There will be no formal Tech Session per 
se’ at meetings because of lack of 
attendance. Anyone who knows Dave 
knows he prepares extensively for the 
tech sessions. He doesn’t just show up. 
When attendance increases to a point 
where Dave feels it worth prepared 
sessions, he’ll start them again. Until 
then, if you have a technical question, 
please come to the meeting and ask Dave! 
I know many of us enjoy the tech sessions 
and would like them to continue.

Upcoming Events

• October 7—Lars Anderson Classic @ 
the Larz Anderson Museum, Brockton, 
MA. Club Booth will be present! A 
NNENO sponsored event.

• October 13—Club Meeting @ the 
Loaf & Ladle, Exeter, NH.

• November 10—Club Meeting @ the 
Loaf & Ladle, Exeter, NH.

For Sale

• 1972 750 Norton Commando. It did 
run but I took the front forks off to 
work on them. The bike is in good 
condition but needs to be restored. No 
major items to get it back on the road. 
Bike is located in Middletown, Rhode 
Island. $1,750 (firm). Contact Paul at 
401-338-2122 

• 1969 Norton Interpol Police gas tank & 
matching seat. Blue/Very Good 
Condition. $500.00 Contact Bobby or 
Justin at 978-985-1501
Wanted: Side stand for 1969 
Commando. Contact Justin at 978-985-
1501

• 1970 Norton Commando 750 Type S. 
Completely rebuilt/restored to a very 
high standard. Please call Bob 
McKittrick for a spec sheet, photos, 
and/or an appointment to view it. 
Asking $7,500.00 978-807-3386

• 1966 Norton Electra—Missing tank 
badges, foot pegs & mufflers. $750 obo 
Jason Reisins 631-399-1260 Long 
Island

• 1972 750 Norton Commando—It has 
run and I took the front forks off and 
started to restore it. Unable to complete 
project. Paul 401-265-3181or 
paulraducha@hotmail.com

• 1972 Norton Commando 750 
Interstate—A beautiful black example. 
Very nice bike with all the right pieces. 
$5,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net

• 1973 Norton Commando 850 Roadster 
—Nice unmolested black bike that is all 
there. Needs some work, paint and 
some TLC. $3,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net

• 1974 Norton 850 Roadster—Original 
red bike with only 7K miles. Not 
restored, exceptional condition! $6,000 
Contact Frank at 603-323-3319 or 
E-mail at fbholmes@landmarknet.net.

Articles

I know some of you have stories that 
we would love to hear.... well, I’d be 
happy to print them for all of us to enjoy 
so, send ‘em in!



NNENO Staff

President
Mike Frick
30 Woodland Dr.
Nashua, NH
603-883-3038 / atlas67@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Al Chappell
9 Jupiter Rd.
East Derry, NH. 03041
603-434-9088 / suzychapl@aol.com

Secretary
Chaz Proulx
22 Green St.
Exeter, NH. 03833
603-772-2973 / chaz@TTLC.net

Treasurer/Membership
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

Activities Coordinator
Lee Patterson
P.O.Box 843
East Hampstead, NH. 03826-0843
603-887-4003 / 71norton@mediaone.net

Web Site Manager
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

The NNENO NEWS is published monthly by the Northern 
New England Norton Owners club to inform and entertain 
its members.

Members are encouraged to submit articles, tech tips, 
photographs, classified ads, or other material. The deadline 
for submissions is one week after the monthly meeting.

The Northern New England Norton Owners’ principles are 
to promote the use and pride of Norton motorcycle 
ownership, and to provide an arena for the exchange of 
technical information and parts availability in an effort to 
extend the useful life of Norton Motorcycles.

Membership in the Northern New England Norton 
Owners’ club is available for $15.00 per year. Annual 
membership fees are due Dec. 31st. NNENO holds 
monthly meetings for members on the second Saturday of 
each month.

NNENO is a chapter of the International Norton Owners 
Association. Members are encouraged, but not required to 
join the INOA.

NNENO’s mailing address is: 30 Woodland Drive, 
Nashua, NH. 03063. Home page: 
http://members.aol.com/norvil850/nneno.htm

Group rides are not sponsored by NNENO, and 
participants ride at their own risk. Motorcycling is a 
dangerous sport and NNENO will not be responsible for 
individual rider’s conduct or safety. Anyone riding on 
public thoroughfares is responsible for maintaining 
liability insurance. NNENO assumes no responsibility for 
the acts or omissions of its members in connection with 
club activities.

NNENO NEWS Articles or other materials express the 
author’s view only and not necessarily the official policy of 
Northern New England Norton Owners. Technical tips 
published in the NNENO NEWS have been reviewed for 
technical content and are believed to be both acceptable 
and workable, but no guarantee is made or implied that 
they will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by 
either NNENO or the members for any problems resulting 
from the use of these tips. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject, or alter all editorial and advertising material 
submitted for publication. Advertising published does not 
imply endorsement of products, goods, or services.


