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Northern New England Norton Owners October 2002

Minutes of Last Meeting by Chaz

Greetings,
Our October Meeting was held at the 

Mike Pappas’s home on October 12th 
2002.

Mike Frick called the “biz” part of the 
meeting to order. (actually all he did was 
stand up), and made a few 
announcements:

• We discussed the 2003 riding season 
and what events we were going to 
participate in:

– British M/C Meet @ the Auburn Elks. 
June, 2003

– Larz Anderson M/C Classic. October, 
2003

– Regional Meet with the DVNR and 
maybe one of the NY Chapters to 
take place in southern New York 
state. September, 2003

– Belknap Classic Vintage Days at 
Gunstock. This event is becoming a 
bit pricey. In order for members to 
attend the meeting, they have been 
asked to pay either $10 for Saturday 
or $20 for Sunday or both days. This 
is becoming untenable. We’re going 
to contact Jim Bernier, the vendor 
organizer and ask to setup in the 
vendor section and see if this event is 
worth the effort. If we don’t make 
enough $ to make it worth our while, 
then we will drop this event.

– Dyno Day at Dave Comeau’s house. 
This event might change or get 
swapped with another event. We’re 
thinking about hosting a club meeting 
at the Capewind on Memorial Day 
weekend or the weekend before.

• Elections are coming! We have several 
officers stepping down and several 
members have already thrown their hats 
into the ring. Lee Patterson is running 
for VP. Mike Pappas is running for 
Treasurer.

• Rally t-shirts have been ordered to 
backfill the outstanding orders.

• Dave Swartz is running for US Rep. for 
the INOA. We want to give him all of 
our support.

• We need a location for our Holiday 
Party which will take place on January 
11, 2003. 

Happy Riding!

Rally Update

Rally - Plus 3 Months 

The Rally Staff Party on October 12th, 
at Mike Pappas' house in Townsend, Ma. 
was a hoot! If you like rain, that is... I’m 
sure that’s why it was so lightly attended. 
Oh well... The food, beverages and 
company were great! Speaking of food... 
since we had so much, a considerable 
amount of chicken will be used at this 
years Holiday Party!

Tweener Business
This is club business and activities in 

between club meetings and as they 
happen, I will report them to you when 
possible.

• The Rally t-shirts to fill back orders has 
arrived! Mike F. will be sending out the 
t-shirts for those who have been waiting 
patiently. Those of you who have 
bugged me about them?... I’m gonna do 
yours last! Just kidding!! All orders will 
be shipped on the same day.

Welcome New Members!
Thank you new members and welcome 

to NNENO! We hope your membership is 
enjoyable. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact any of the club officers. 

• Joseph P. Fahy
71 Belmont St.
Weymouth, MA.  02188
781-337-0356
jpfahysons@aol.com

• Kevin M. Graham
11 Adams St.
(Marieville) North Providence, RI.  
02904
401-497-0502

• Hal Sparks
176 Echo Acres
North Conway, NH.  03860
603-520-8134
justgone@earthlink.net

• Bill Baxter
193 Mountain Rd.
Hampden, MA.  01036
williambaxter@charter.net

• Joseph Freeman
121 Mt. Vernon St.
Boston, MA.  02108
617-723-7661
freeman@racemaker.com

• Barry Crowell
10 Armington St. #2
Allston, MA.  02134
617-290-6814
barrycro@yahoo.com

Editorial by Mike F.

 It's getting to be that time of year when 
the thermometer goes down and us warm 
blooded critters run inside. It also means 
we can't ride our beloved Norton's, unless 
your blood is made outa antifreeze, that 
is! 

So, what's the rest of us normal folks 
gonna do about our bikes. Yep, the 
dreaded word we close our ears to. 
Storage. There is a proper way of storing 
your bike for it's winter hibernation... and 
I'm going to do my best to help ya. 

Where do we start? Well, I guess the 
first place is where is the bike going to be 
stored. Outside without a tarp is the 
worst, followed by outside under a tarp. If 
you can help it, don't store your bike 
under these conditions. Your bike will 
show it's age quicker than Joan Rivers if 



ya do! Inside a shed, preferably wood is 
better than a metal shed. Woodsheds are 
better constructed, provide better 
insulation, and aren't prone to 
condensation like metal sheds are. Then 
we have the homestead. Garage or 
basement? If the basement is heated and 
the garage isn't, then pick the basement. 
Sometimes ya have to store the bike in the 
basement cause it's the only place warm 
where you can work on your bike. I know 
the little homemaker doesn't think 
working on the bike in the back bedroom 
or living room is such a great idea. 
Personally, I always liked rebuilding my 
bike in the back bedroom. You get the 
homey atmosphere… nice and warm plus, 
cold beer, pizza and a lounger make for an 
ideal workshop! However, I think the best 
scenario is a heated garage. You can make 
a mess and say to the wife, “Hey, I moved 
the bike outa the back bedroom, didn't I?” 

Changing the lubricants should also be 
high on your list. I'm sorry to say, all of 
the lubricants… and that includes the fork 
oil. Change your engine oil and filter, 
tranny oil, primary oil, if it's separate, and 
then off to the gas station for the next 
task…

The Fuel System! Stabilizing the gas in 
your bike is important if it's to be stored 
for more than a few months. This includes 
the gas in your carburetors. Fill your tank 
with premium gas, top it off with the 
stabilizer and run the engine until you 
know your carburetors are filled with the 
stabilizer. Now drain the carburetor 
bowls. For most of us, we can easily drain 
the carburetor bowls. If you can't, then 
hope and pray your carburetors won't 
varnish when the gas evaporates. 

How many times have you found your 
battery dead in the Spring? That's cause 
you didn't take care of it when you stored 
your bike, but this year it's gonna to be 
different, right?! Take the battery out, top 
off the cells with distilled water, and put a 
trickle charge on it. If you have the money 
to buy a battery tender, then do it! It will 
extend the useful life of your battery.

Grease the fittings of your bike. No 
grease fittings? I think ya might. 
Remember that expensive speedo drive 
gear down on your rear wheel? It needs 
grease and it needs it a lot more often than 
we give it. Be a pal and lube that sucker. 
While your at it, don't forget your swing-
arm pivot. 

Lube your cables. Believe it or not, they 
like to be lubed… and your clutch hand 

will love you for it!
Top off the tires with proper air 

pressure. Ya don't want your tires going 
flat on ya, do ya? You also don't want to 
pinch a tube either.

Last but not least, wash and wax your 
bike. Don't forget to cover your bike with 
its favorite blankly. Then, when Spring 
finally does arrive, you can ride your 
immaculately prepped bike out into the 
cool air and show off to your buddies just 
what kind of ace wrench you are!

Cape Cod Rendezvous by Tony 
Lockwood

 A small group of us made it to the Larz 
Anderson Classic on October 13th in spite 
of the english weather. Riding in a group 
were Jack Anderson and Jim Hornsby on 
Commandos, Bob Coleman and Josie 
rode the Harley and I came on the 
Dominator. It was fun even if a bit soggy. 
I was glad to get a plaque! It came in 
useful on the ride home inside my jacket 
keeping my shirt from getting soaked 
again! As usual a very good show and 
well attended despite the weather. For our 
November get together, we are meeting at 
the Capewind on Monday November 11th 
at 7pm. Joe Griffin has provided a video 
“Chasing Shadows”. This is a history of 
the Vincent motorcycle. This video is 
very good and well worth a look. As usual 
all are welcome. For directions call me 
(Tony) at 508-548-3400 or check the 
website capewind.com.

Larz Anderson M/C Classic by Mike F

If you missed attending the Larz 
Anderson Motorcycle Classic this year, 
you should be sent to your room without 
supper! Even though the weather was 
bent on either A: Drizzle B: More Drizzle 
or C: Even More Drizzle. It never seemed 
to stop long enough to say it really did 
stop. That is until it was time to go. That's 
when it stopped… of course. 

We had members come from all over 
New England, and it was real nice to them 
too! A big hello to Tony Lockwood, Jack 
Alexander, Ed Booth, Frank DelloRusso, 
Steve & Linda Thomason, Al Chappell, 
Mike Pappas, Lee Patterson, Chaz, Ron 
Pare', Jerry Barrett, Mark, and everyone 
who's name I can't remember. 

As is usual for Lars, there were 
motorcycles of all types from all over 
Europe. Norton, Zundapp, BMW, 
Triumph, MV Augusta, Ducati, Aprillia, 
Mondial, Maserati, Laverda, Benelli, 
BSA, Montesa, Ossa, Moto Guzzi, and a 

couple of others I can't seem to remember.
Our club booth carried the usual t-

shirts, sweat shirts, and us pushing 
memberships. Hot beverages were 
available free for NNENO members. For 
those who rode their motorcycles to the 
event, a hot cuppa was a welcome site.

This event runs from 10AM to 2PM… 
Not what you would call a long day, so, 
after the bikes are judged and the trophy 
presentations are done, there is a mad 
exodus. With the weather just starting to 
cooperate, I'm sure the folks who rode 
were eager to ride in a bit of good 
weather. A good time was had by all!

Tech Session
Dave Comeau, our major tech dude, 

holds tech sessions at each meeting. This 
is a treat so, if your interested, please 
attend! Anyone who knows Dave knows 
he prepares extensively for the tech 
sessions. He doesn’t just show up. If you 
have a technical question, please come to 
the meeting and ask Dave! I know many 
of us enjoy the tech sessions and would 
like them to continue.

Upcoming Events
All events listed, except for the club 

meetings, are subject to change until I can 
verify their exact dates.

• November 9—NNENO Club Meeting 
at the Loaf and Ladle, Exeter, NH. 
1:30pm

• December 14—NNENO Club 
Meeting at the Loaf and Ladle, Exeter, 
NH. 1:30pm

For Sale
If you’ve got something to sell, let me 

know. All ads are free to NNENO 
members! If you want to place an ad, 
contact Mike Frick. 
• WANTED! 1975 Norton Interstate 

MKIII in good to excellent condition. 
Call Mark @ 978-388-5025

• For Sale—1968 Norton Commando 
Fastback, 38K miles, hasn’t run in 5+ 
years, stored with no oil in engine or 
tranny, serial #5 off production run, 
$4500 firm Contact Mike Frick 603-
883-3038. (This bike belongs to a 
member who moved to Texas. I have 
been unable to get him to lower the 
price. I’m posting the bike to see if I get 
any bites.)

• For Sale—1969 Triumph T120 R, 
regretfully selling but moving on to 



more Norton projects. Has Boyer 
ignition, alloy ribbed rims, SS spokes, 
new English made head pipes and 
mufflers, new rear tires, new seat cover, 
new front brake shoes. Asking 
$3,000.00 for a quick sale. Call Dave at 
978-948-2145 or email me for pictures 
at dwswartz@attbi.com 

Articles
I know some of you have stories that 

we would love to hear.... well, I’d be 
happy to print them for all of us to enjoy 
so, send ‘em in!

Club T-Shirts
Since the holidays are upon us, I just 

wanted to let everyone know that a club 
t-shirt or sweatshirt makes a great 
Christmas gift. Contact Mike Frick for 
your shirt today!

Rally T-Shirts—As usual, when it comes 
to people and their money... they are 
impatient and want their shirts now. All 
ya hafta do is read the INOALIST. We 
posted a message telling everyone to 
contact me and yet they still insist on 
trying to get the info from the folks on the 
list. Oh well... If your a NNENO member, 
contact me directly and we’ll take care of 
your request. 

Acrobat Reader—Just so everyone is kept 
up-to-date... I am using a newer version 
of the software I use to create your 
newsletter. In order for you to view the 
newsletter and all it’s new “features” 
please download Acrobat Reader 
version 5.0

My Life with a Norton Single by Al

I was sent a short message by Al about 
his long association with Norton Singles. 
I have lightly edited it and sent several 
pictures you will all enjoy, I’m sure!

I spotted your article in an old INOA 
Norton News. I have lived with a Norton 
500 single for over ten years now, and I 
can tell you there is no part of this bike 
that don't know intimately. I wanted to get 
my bike on road so bad I ended up 
making the parts that I couldn't find. I 
have made over fifty pieces so far. I used 
to visit guys with singles so I could make 
drawings and learn what I was missing 
and see how things went together. A lot of 
those guys are gone now. The single 
biggest advancement in the project was, 

sadly, the late Tom McGill sale. The rest 
was lots of hard work. My bike was past 
over by a lot of the locale vintage club 
guy's, because it was in such tuff 
condition. 

I've probably got over fifty hours 
repairing the front end alone. The short of 
it was this bike was purchased buy a 
farmer at the late Ernie Simmons auction 
in 1970. Aircraft guys know all about this 
guy, because he had nearly 50 WW2 
airplanes in his farm in Tilsonburg Ont. 
but he also had military trucks, half tracks 
and motorbikes.

Seems when this farmers boys grew up, 
they road the old bike into the ground and 
mangled it with rudimentary tools. When 
I went to buy it south of Woodstock Ont. I 
got to take it for a spin before the throttle 
cable broke and ended my ride. I paid a 
dollar a cc for it, when i was unemployed 
and only had $650 to my name. The 
magneto has since packed up and I have 
to over haul it now, but I've put over 1,300 
miles on the bike both on and off the road.

 I must admit there is something quit 
therapeutic about a single. I like to call it 
the Nerd Norton, because if the Manx or 
the Inter are the Clark Gable of Norton's 
than surly the side valve 16H, is the Stan 
Laurel of the range. 

I could ramble on for a long time about 
the Norton experience. It was kind of my 
nineteen thirties bike, apprenticeship 
program. I would like to know which 
Norton you are working as well.

Best Regards,
Al

Before Restoration

Al hamming it up at Daytona



NNENO Staff

President
Mike Frick
30 Woodland Dr.
Nashua, NH
603-883-3038 / atlas67@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Al Chappell
9 Jupiter Rd.
East Derry, NH. 03041
603-434-9088 / alchapl@aol.com

Secretary
Chaz Proulx
22 Green St.
Exeter, NH. 03833
603-772-2973 / chaz@TTLC.net

Treasurer/Membership
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

Activities Coordinator
Lee Patterson
P.O.Box 843
East Hampstead, NH. 03826-0843
603-887-4003 / 71norton@attbi.com

Web Site Manager
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

The NNENO NEWS is published monthly by the Northern 
New England Norton Owners club to inform and entertain 
its members.

Members are encouraged to submit articles, tech tips, 
photographs, classified ads, or other material. The deadline 
for submissions is one week after the monthly meeting.

The Northern New England Norton Owners’ principles are 
to promote the use and pride of Norton motorcycle 
ownership, and to provide an arena for the exchange of 
technical information and parts availability in an effort to 
extend the useful life of Norton Motorcycles.

Membership in the Northern New England Norton 
Owners’ club is available for $15.00 per year. Annual 
membership fees are due Dec. 31st. NNENO holds 
monthly meetings for members on the second Saturday of 
each month.

NNENO is a chapter of the International Norton Owners 
Association. Members are encouraged, but not required to 
join the INOA.

NNENO’s mailing address is: 30 Woodland Drive, 
Nashua, NH. 03063. Home page: www.nneno.org

Group rides are not sponsored by NNENO, and 
participants ride at their own risk. Motorcycling is a 
dangerous sport and NNENO will not be responsible for 
individual rider’s conduct or safety. Anyone riding on 
public thoroughfares is responsible for maintaining 
liability insurance. NNENO assumes no responsibility for 
the acts or omissions of its members in connection with 
club activities.

NNENO NEWS Articles or other materials express the 
author’s view only and not necessarily the official policy 
of Northern New England Norton Owners. Technical tips 
published in the NNENO NEWS have been reviewed for 
technical content and are believed to be both acceptable 
and workable, but no guarantee is made or implied that 
they will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by 
either NNENO or the members for any problems resulting 
from the use of these tips. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject, or alter all editorial and advertising material 
submitted for publication. Advertising published does not 
imply endorsement of products, goods, or services.

Bernier Vintage Motorcycles
P.O. Box 967

Henniker, NH 03242
603-428-7493

jim@berniervintage.com
www.berniervintage.com


