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Northern New England Norton Owners September 2002

Minutes of Last Meeting by Chaz

Greetings,
Our September Meeting was held at the 

Loaf and Ladle on September 14th 2002. 
The following members were present 

on a beautiful late-summer day: Dave 
Swartz, Ron Pare, Eric Bruning, Dave 
Cogswell, Al Chappell, Dave Comeau, 
Mike Frick, Chaz Proulx, Trip Swartz, 
Ken Dube, Mike Pappas, Lee Paterson. 
Mike Frick called the “biz” part of the 
meeting to order. (actually all he did was 
stand up), and made a few 
announcements:

• We will buy a framed panoramic rally 
photo for the “Loaf and Ladle” as 
discussed earlier. The manager (who is 
the owner's son and rides a BSA) said 
he would gladly hang the world's finest 
Norton photo on the wall. By the way - 
the owner of the “Loaf” (Peter) owns a 
1949 Yellow Harley Davidson with 
sidecar.

• Mike had a plaque made for John and 
Amy at Davidson's Campground as a 
token of our appreciation. We had a few 
plaques left over from the rally and 
Mike had the printing done for six-
bucks - It looks good too!

• The “Fiscal Rally Committee” (Mike 
Pappas, Lee Paterson, and Mike Frick) 
got together and settled the books for 
NNENO and the Rally. 

The good news is that our bills are paid 
or being paid, t-shirts are being sent to 
people who ordered them with rally 
registrations. In other words we are 
living up to our obligations. The 
numbers look good for “our side”. You 
can check them out elsewhere in this 
issue.

Ken Dube will deliver the plaque to 
Davidson's.

• Mike Pappas volunteered to host the 
Rally Staff party for members who 
helped make the rally a success. This 
will be held at his house in Mass. on 
Saturday October 12th. The date should 
be convenient because Larz Anderson 
Classic European Motorcycle Day is on 
Sunday the 13th in Brookline Mass. 
We'll have motorcycle movies to watch 

and if its warm we can jump into the 
pool. Mike has invited members to stay 
overnight then head out to Larz in the 
morning. Details elsewhere in this 
issue. Thanks go to Mike and especially 
to his wife! 

• No votes were taken and no 
controversies arose. Oh -hum... Let's 
ride! 

Happy Riding!

Rally Update

Rally - Plus 2 Months 

Well, the dust has settled and things are 
a little less confused. Now, I can give a 
post rally report. 

We had 310 registrations including 40 
children, and a very poor showing for 
Saturdays bike show. 

If it were not for the generosity of our 
sponsors and a few club members we 
would have been more than $2200.00 in 
the hole. 

As it turned out, without the t-shirt 
sales we are in the hole about $260.00. 
The t-shirt sales, which did quite well, 
and separate from the rally expenses, are 
still on going as there is an add going in 
the Norton News which should be in the 
mail by now. 

If anyone wants a further break down 
please contact me. 

NOW FOR THE FUN PART!

The October 12th, Club meeting will be 
at Mike Pappas' house in Townsend, Ma. 
The Rally Committee would like to say 
thanks to all the volunteers with a 
cookout. Spouses are invited for a small 
fee. 

Thank You, 
Lee Patterson 
P.O. Box 843 
East Hampstead, NH 03826-0843 
603-887-4003 
71norton@attbi.com 

Tweener Business
This is club business and activities in 

between club meetings and as they 
happen, I will report them to you when 
possible.

Welcome New Members!
Thank you new members and welcome 

to NNENO! We hope your membership is 
enjoyable. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact any of the club officers. 

Editorial by Mike F.

This month I'd like to talk about our 
club. Now that the INOA Rally is over, 
we have some time on our hands… which 
was pointed out to me at the last meeting 
by Chaz. His comment was, “Geez!, We 
don't seem to have anything to panic 
about!” Well, I look at that as a good 
thing. We did a tremendous job of putting 
on the rally and now that it's over, we can 
now “depress” and get back to what we 
were doing before we started this rally 
business. 

What were we doing, you might ask… 
Believe it or not, we were “organizing” 
the club. Remember? We took a vote on 
two proposed organizations and decided 
on one. The one we have now. The first 
thing we did after we “organized” the 
club was to “run a rally.” So you see, we 
really haven't had a chance to run our club 
and do the things we wanted to do back 
when we “organized”. Now we have that 
chance. So far we have managed to have 
several well-attended meetings, have a 
plaque made for Davidson's Campground 
in appreciation for all their help during 
the rally, ordered a rally picture for the 
Loaf & Ladle to hang proudly, and 
organize the Rally Staff Party. Also, we 
have managed to attend the events we 



usually go to, with the club booth in tow. 
Now we need to look at some of the 
things we'd like to do in the future. 

One suggestion is to have a meeting up 
north so some of our northern members 
can attend a meeting. We'd like to do the 
same thing for the southern members 
too… Maybe even an official meeting on 
Cape Cod? 

We need to decide what we're going to 
do about our club meeting during Vintage 
Weekend at Gunstock at the beginning of 
Bike Week. It's a great event but, with the 
folks at Gunstock charging everyone 
$10.00 on Saturday and $20.00 on 
Sunday, I can't expect our members to 
have to pay to attend a meeting. We need 
an alternative. I'd like to think we could 
get a fair attendance at this event, with 
members camping overnight, attending 
the banquet, and checking out the bikes 
and the races on Sunday. If it's something 
we can't get enough attendance on, then 
we'll have to scratch this event off our 
calendars. Too bad to. We've been one of 
the “founding” clubs at this gig.

Our Rally Staff Party will take place at 
Mike Pappas's house in Townsend, MA. 
on October 12th… the same day as our 
regular club meeting.    There is a map at 
the end of the newsletter. We did this so 
more members could attend. This means 
the club meeting is also taking place 
during the party. This party is for those 
folks who worked the rally… and the only 
way to get in free is to wear your rally 
staff t-shirt. That shirt is your ticket. If ya 
want to bring your wifette or girlfriend, 
ya gotta kick in $5.00 per head. Hey, it's 
only fair to those members who worked at 
the rally. The club will provide food and 
beverages. If ya wanna bring something 
special, then we'll be more than happy to 
help you eat and/or drink your speciality. 
If you plan on attending, please RSVP 
Mike Pappas so we have a headcount. 
Also, Mike is opening his house for 
overnight guests. Please call ahead! The 
next day is Larz Anderson in Brookline, 
MA. so don't get too buzzed!

Dave Comeau and Chaz are 
undertaking the task of updating our 
website. Since we know we can trust their 
judgement, we can listen and see what 
great ideas they come up with. If you 
have a picture and a story about your 
Norton, then NNENO wants to hear from 
you! Send your stories and pictures to 
Chaz. 

We also have a Christmas Party to 

organize later this year. At the moment, 
we do not have a location but I feel 
confident someone will step forward and 
volunteer their house for our annual bash.

While at this years rally, I had a chance 
to talk to the DVNR's about a Regional 
Rally with them in NY state. Well, they 
seem to be all for it. I received a letter 
from one of their officers and they'd really 
like to do this next year. I'd like our club 
to seriously consider this event. It would 
be a real ride for us cause it would entail 
an overnight stay at a campground. 

This next phase in our club should be a 
lot of fun for everyone.

Cape Cod Rendezvous by Tony 
Lockwood

 The Cape Cod group have been 
keeping in touch during the summer. We 
enjoyed a group ride to Plymouth on 
August 21st. This was an evening ride on 
great roads and good company. Three 
Nortons; Jack, Joe, and Tony. For 
September, Jack invited us to fly with him 
in his Cessna Skyhawk based at Plymouth 
airport. As I was the only one available, it 
was just the two of us September 21st. We 
enjoyed a short flight to Mansfield airport 
where there was a fly-in, in progress. 
Several interesting homebuilts and 
antiques were on display. Then the flight 
back to Plymouth and ride home on the 
Commando. What a great way to spend a 
Saturday! Thanks Jack.

For October, we plan a group ride to the 
Larz Anderson Classic on Oct. 13th. We 
will leave from the Capewind at 8:30 and 
ride to Jack Andersons house in 
Middleboro, leaving there at 9:30 for 
Brookline. If you plan to join us, please 
call me at 508 548 3400 to confirm these 
times in case of revisions. For anybody on 
the other side of the bridge, feel free to 
join us at Jacks place.

Web-Site Update by Chaz

During the last year and a half we have 
had two web sites - our “original” 
NNENO site and our Rally site. Our 
original NNENO web-site has gotten a 
little long-in-the-tooth. Now that the rally 
is over we can finally put together a web 
site that will show Norton enthusiasts the 
world over what we are all about. 
NNENO currently enjoys a great 
collection of bikes. Let's share these 
machines and our personal experiences 
with them. 

A quick history: A while back, Dave 
Comeau volunteered to be our web-

master for our Rally site. Scott Alexander 
set the site up and Dave updated it on a 
(very) regular basis as Rally information 
was made available. Anyone who visited 
the site would agree (I trust) that the site 
did exactly what we hoped it would do - 
provide clear information about the Rally. 
What we hope to do now is incorporate 
what we have into one site. Dave is 
willing to continue as our web master.

NNENO's main purpose is to “Promote 
the use and pride of Norton Motorcycle 
ownership, and to provide an arena for the 
exchange of technical information and 
parts availability in an effort to extend the 
useful lives of Norton motorcycles”. If we 
do this right-we can demonstrate our 
commitment to our “mission” in words 
and pictures. Each bike and owner has a 
story. Fifty Interstate pictures would be 
boring - but fifty short “histories” with 
photos can be informative on many 
levels. We can answer questions about 
bikes and owners. For instance - how did 
you find your bike? How did you solve 
niggling problems? How long has it sat 
waiting for motivation to hit? Where has 
this bike taken you?

We also have a wealth of technical 
information in NNENO to share. For 
instance did you know that: Dave 
Comeau has his own technical site (which 
we will link) and that Mike Frick edited 
the current INOA Tech Digest? Did you 
know that Mike Pappas is building a “no-
hold-barred” fastback and has picked as 
many brains as he could in the process? 
These are just a few examples of many 
resources we have right here in Northern 
New England. 

What we want to work towards is a site 
that showcases all NNENO bikes - project 
bikes and baskets included. Many 
NNENO members seldom get to meet 
face-to-face. We would hope that our site 
will help all members feel more involved. 
Let's share your progress! 

This project won't happen overnight. 
I'm guessing that it will take at least a 
year to catch up with everybody. This is a 
new project and it will require some 
organization from the get-go to avoid 
unnecessary work down the road. 

I am willing to write a few paragraphs 
to accompany photos. Give me a month to 
come up with some “examples”. I might 
write out a questionnaire too. I'll figure 
out what works best.

We can start right away, though, by 
collecting pictures. Dave Comeau and 



Mike Frick have advised me about 
technical aspects - please follow the 
format in the box below. Trip Swartz has 
volunteered to collect j-pegs and “burn” 
them to disk. His address is listed below: 
Format: j-peg is preferred
Size: 480x640
Send To: Trip Swartz:    
openwater@attbi.com

Tech Session
Dave Comeau, our major tech dude, 

holds tech sessions at each meeting. This 
is a treat so, if your interested, please 
attend! Anyone who knows Dave knows 
he prepares extensively for the tech 
sessions. He doesn’t just show up. If you 
have a technical question, please come to 
the meeting and ask Dave! I know many 
of us enjoy the tech sessions and would 
like them to continue.

Upcoming Events
All events listed, except for the club 

meetings, are subject to change until I can 
verify their exact dates.

• October 12—NNENO Club Meeting 
at Mike Pappas’s House, Townsend, 
MA. Noon

• October 13—Lars Anderson Classic @ 
the Larz Anderson Museum, Brockton, 
MA. Club Booth will be present! A 
NNENO sponsored event. 

For Sale
If you’ve got something to sell, let me 

know. All ads are free to NNENO 
members! If you want to place an ad, 
contact Mike Frick. 
• WANTED! 1975 Norton Interstate 

MKIII in good to excellent condition. 
Call Mark @ 978-388-5025

• For Sale—1968 Norton Commando 
Fastback, 38K miles, hasn’t run in 5+ 
years, stored with no oil in engine or 
tranny, serial #5 off production run, 
$4500 firm Contact Mike Frick 603-
883-3038. (This bike belongs to a 
member who moved to Texas. I have 
been unable to get him to lower the 
price. I’m posting the bike to see if I get 
any bites.)

• For Sale—1969 Triumph T120 R, 
regretfully selling but moving on to 
more Norton projects. Has Boyer 
ignition, alloy ribbed rims, SS spokes, 
new English made head pipes and 
mufflers, new rear tires, new seat cover, 

new front brake shoes. Asking 
$3,000.00 for a quick sale. Call Dave at 
978-948-2145 or email me for pictures 
at dwswartz@attbi.com 

Articles
I know some of you have stories that 

we would love to hear.... well, I’d be 
happy to print them for all of us to enjoy 
so, send ‘em in!

Club T-Shirts
Since the holidays are upon us, I just 

wanted to let everyone know that a club 
t-shirt or sweatshirt makes a great 
Christmas gift. Contact Mike Frick for 
your shirt today!

Rally T-Shirts—As usual, when it comes 
to people and their money... they are 
impatient and want their shirts now. All ya 
hafta do is read the INOALIST. We posted 
a message telling everyone to contact me 
and yet they still insist on trying to get the 
info from the folks on the list. Oh well... If 
your a NNENO member, contact me 
directly and we’ll take care of your 
request. 

Acrobat Reader—Just so everyone is kept
up-to-date... I am using a newer version of
the software I use to create your newsletter.
In order for you to view the newsletter and
all it’s new “features” please download
Acrobat Reader version 5.0

Directions to Mike Pappas’s House

From North—Rt. 101 West to Rt. 13 South. Rt. 13 South to Townsend Center, bear right
then left around Common to lights at intersection of Rt. 113. Straight on Rt. 13 South across
intersection, 2.3 miles to Old City Rd. Right onto Old City Rd., 1st right onto Laurel Woods
Dr. About .4 miles down on right, #25, white mailbox, blue house, maroon shutters.

From South—Rt 2 West to Rt. 495 North to Rt 119 West. Right at end of ramp. Follow Rt
119 to Townsend Center, 2nd light once you enter Townsend. Left onto Rt 13, 2.3 miles to
Old City Rd. Right onto Old City Rd., 1st right onto Laurel Woods Dr. About .4 miles down
on right, #25, white mailbox, blue house, maroon shutters.

From East—Rt 495 South to Rt. 119 West. Left at end of ramp. Follow Rt 119 to Townsend
Center, 2nd light once you enter Townsend. Left onto Rt 13, 2.3 miles to Old City Rd. Right
onto Old City Rd., 1st right onto Laurel Woods Dr. About .4 miles down on right, #25, white
mailbox, blue house, maroon shutters.

From West—Rt 2 East to Rt. 495 North to Rt 119 West. Right at end of ramp. Follow Rt 119
to Townsend Center, 2nd light once you enter Townsend. Left onto Rt 13, 2.3 miles to Old
City Rd. Right onto Old City Rd., 1st right onto Laurel Woods Dr. About .4 miles down on
right, #25, white mailbox, blue house, maroon shutters.



NNENO Staff

President
Mike Frick
30 Woodland Dr.
Nashua, NH
603-883-3038 / atlas67@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Al Chappell
9 Jupiter Rd.
East Derry, NH. 03041
603-434-9088 / alchapl@aol.com

Secretary
Chaz Proulx
22 Green St.
Exeter, NH. 03833
603-772-2973 / chaz@TTLC.net

Treasurer/Membership
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

Activities Coordinator
Lee Patterson
P.O.Box 843
East Hampstead, NH. 03826-0843
603-887-4003 / 71norton@attbi.com

Web Site Manager
Dave Comeau
11 Poplar St.
Ipswich, MA. 01938
978-356-7342 / dynodave@gis.net

The NNENO NEWS is published monthly by the Northern 
New England Norton Owners club to inform and entertain 
its members.

Members are encouraged to submit articles, tech tips, 
photographs, classified ads, or other material. The deadline 
for submissions is one week after the monthly meeting.

The Northern New England Norton Owners’ principles are 
to promote the use and pride of Norton motorcycle 
ownership, and to provide an arena for the exchange of 
technical information and parts availability in an effort to 
extend the useful life of Norton Motorcycles.

Membership in the Northern New England Norton 
Owners’ club is available for $15.00 per year. Annual 
membership fees are due Dec. 31st. NNENO holds 
monthly meetings for members on the second Saturday of 
each month.

NNENO is a chapter of the International Norton Owners 
Association. Members are encouraged, but not required to 
join the INOA.

NNENO’s mailing address is: 30 Woodland Drive, 
Nashua, NH. 03063. Home page: www.nneno.org

Group rides are not sponsored by NNENO, and 
participants ride at their own risk. Motorcycling is a 
dangerous sport and NNENO will not be responsible for 
individual rider’s conduct or safety. Anyone riding on 
public thoroughfares is responsible for maintaining 
liability insurance. NNENO assumes no responsibility for 
the acts or omissions of its members in connection with 
club activities.

NNENO NEWS Articles or other materials express the 
author’s view only and not necessarily the official policy 
of Northern New England Norton Owners. Technical tips 
published in the NNENO NEWS have been reviewed for 
technical content and are believed to be both acceptable 
and workable, but no guarantee is made or implied that 
they will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by 
either NNENO or the members for any problems resulting 
from the use of these tips. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject, or alter all editorial and advertising material 
submitted for publication. Advertising published does not 
imply endorsement of products, goods, or services.

Bernier Vintage Motorcycles
P.O. Box 967

Henniker, NH 03242
603-428-7493

jim@berniervintage.com
www.berniervintage.com


